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COMNAVLEGSVCCOM INSTRUCTION 5530.2B

From: Commander, Naval Legal Service Command
Subj: NAVY COURTHOUSE SECURITY PROCEDURES

Ref: (a) The Judicial Conference of the United States, U.S.
Courts Design Guide, 2007 edition

Encl: (1) Courthouse Courtroom Tiering

1. Purpose. To promulgate security policy and procedures for
Navy courthouses.

2. Cancellation. COMNAVLEGSVCCOMINST 5530.2A.

3. Background

a. An effective courthouse security program is essential
for the proper administration of military justice. Open public
access for military justice proceedings requires a secure
environment in which all who attend courtroom proceedings are
safe and free from intimidation.

b. Reference (a) provides guidance on the planning and
design of federal court buildings. This guidance, as well as
advice from the Naval Criminal Investigative Service and local
installation security departments, serves as the basis for this
instruction. While the structure and location of Navy
courtrooms will on occasion require variances from reference (a) ,
Commanding Officers (COs) shall meet the minimum standards
established by this instruction and implement additional
measures when required by local circumstances.

¢. For purposes of this instruction, “courthouse” is
defined to include:

(1) The combined internal space housing Navy courtrooms,
public spaces, e.g. quarterdeck, entrances and exits;

(2) Judicial, witness, member, and spectator spaces;
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(3) Trial and defense counsel spaces; and

(4} The external areas, such as parking lots, that
support military justice proceedings.

4. Applicability

a. This instruction applies to all military justice
proceedings conducted in a Naval Legal Service Command
Courthouse, regardless of the seriousness of the allegations.

b. For purposes of this instruction a "military justice
proceeding” is defined to include all phases of:

(1) Article 32 investigations;

(2) Summary courts-martial;

(3) Administrative Separation Boards;
(4) Boards of Inquiry;

{5) Special courts-martial;

(6) General courtg-martial; and

(7} Appellate hearings.

5. Policy. Courthouse security measures should address
deterrence, detection, and limitation of risk. Most importantly,

courthouse security measures should focus on removing
opportunities for violence, especially violence perpetrated with

a weapon. Lack of readily available financial resources or
physical facility limitations must be brought tc the immediate
attention of Commander, Naval Legal Service Command (CNLSC). 1In

the interim, the best possible remedial measures will be
implemented. Where direct purchasing of security equipment is
not immediately possible, commands should seek to rent and/or
borrow the necessary equipment to ensure all security
precautions are implemented. Where insurmountable facility
limitations exist, and security concerns dictate, consideration
should be given to transferring the case to a location where
increased security measures can be implemented.

6. Roles & Responsibilities. The command primarily responsible
for courthouge and courtroom security is the Region Legal
Service Office (RLSO), regardless of its location in relation to
the courthouse or whether a non-Navy entity is operating a legal
proceeding in the courthouse. The RLSO will coordinate the
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gsecurity program with the Circuit Judge and with the CO of the
local Naval Legal Service Office (NLSO). While the NLSO will
retain primary responsibility for its spaces, the RLSO is
ultimately resgsponsible for ensguring the implementation of the
courthouse security program, and of all elements of that program

involving threat assessments, security procedures, and facility
upgrades.

7. Implementation. This instruction shall take effect
immediately. Where there is apparent conflict with existing
Judge Advocate General and/or CNLSC instructions, the conflict
should be brought to the immediate attention of CNLSC, with this
instruction superseding other instructions pending resolution of
the conflict. With respect to instructions not issued by the
Judge Advocate General or CNLSC, this instruction should be read
and applied in conjunction with those instructions. The
security regquirements contained within this instruction provide
minimum standards of compliance. Commands and the Trial
Judiciary will implement stricter measures as circumstances
warrant.

8. Security Discrepancies
a. Funding. Security discrepancies requiring funding must

be promptly documented as an unfunded requirement with the
Installation CO, Rase Public Works Qfficer (if facilities-
related), Office of the Judge Advocate General (OJAG), and CNLSC.
If the discrepancy is facilities-related, the RLSO CO 1is
responsible for seeking guidance from and submitting a project
funding request to Code 63 and coordinating the project with
NAVFAC, FISC or SPAWAR, as appropriate.

b. Tiering. Funding decisions made 1in response to
documented security discrepancies shall be based, in part, on
the tiering of courthouses. Courthouses shall be tiered based
on a variety of factors; however, the volume of activity at each
courthouse shall be the primary factor when tiering courthouses.
Courthouse activity shall be determined based upon on the number
of Article 32 investigations, summary courts-martial, special
courts-martial, and general courts-martial at each courthouse on
an annual basis. Enclosure (1) pertains.

9. Waiver. Where the CO determines that this instruction does
not apply to a specific courthouse situation or that a
deficiency is not readily correctable, a waiver will be
requested. RLSO COs will request, in writing from CNLSC, a
waiver for any deficiency that exists in a courthouse within
their command. Waivers will describe the deficiency and explain






