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TIM BYRD lives with his adventurous son and a treacherousezr Atlanta,

Georgia. He is often barefoot, prone to irony, antdrested in everything. He knows how
to tie a tie, but doesn't care to. He has beestandisher, shoe salesman, waiter, soldier,
game designer, independent flmmaker, and outdoolegHe wants to be a kid when he
grows up.

Tim is the author dboc Wilde and The Frogs of Doophe first in a series of pulp

adventure novels from G.P. Putnam’s Sons.

For more information, please visitww.DocWilde.com




| wrote this story over twenty years aljovas my first professional sale, to the
long defunct but much missed magazméphousewhich unfortunately defuncted just
before the story was to see see print in a spessiaé celebrating the works of Harlan
Ellison, which made the story’s non-debut even ni@artbreaking.

The story depicts some rather casualmydur-face racism that some people,
even way back in the eighties, thought was ovetdpdor the time. My girlfriend then, a
bright young lady from a well-to-do family in Vingia, said the racism seemed
unrealistic for a story set in contemporary tinses) took her to Carey’s Burgers, a local
institution out in Cobb County (the fertile politicground from which sprang Newt
Gingrich, and one of those counties that wouldemaiinoot you than teach you about
evolution). While we ate our hamburgers, we listeteesongs on the jukebox like “She
Ran Off With A Nigger” and “Alabama NiggerI’'m an Alabama nigger, and | want to
be free...To hell with the NAACP...I want to eaerethe white folks eat, ‘cause I'm
white on the heels of my feetBY the time we finished lunch, my girlfriend rea@dmy
story was, alas, more accurate than had seemeiblgoss

When | was growing up, one of the moshown topics of conversation at family
gatherings was about how lazy niggers were. I'mkidding. When | complained about
it to my father -- who participated fully in thesemey discussions -- he told me it was
all about “fittin” in.” | didn’t, and don’t, see anvalue in bothering to fit in with bigots,
not even if I'm related to them.

As | write this, Barack Obama is prepgrar his inauguration to the highest
office in the land. Clearly, we have made prograssl, the racism depicted in this story
may seem even more unrealistic than it did in tgbtees.

| hope so.

Tim Byrd
January 9, 2009
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