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Meet the Bowman Family:

Dad Brandon is 32 yrs old & works at Trader Joe's in
Temecula, Mom Melissa is 31 yrs old & is becoming
a Licensed Marriage & Family Thrapist, son Brady is a
rambunctious 3 yr old, and sister Ellianna ~ a lively

2 yrold. Injust 13 months, this family has suffered
muliiple medical challenges that would break most!
As strong as they are, they now need to reach out
to their community, family and friends for support

after their most recent fragedy...
On February 17, 2010, Brandon suffered from a ruptured artery in his

brain & was not expected to live. His condition is called Arteriovenous Malformation (AVM), and is something he was born with,
but unknown until a sudden rupture occurs which often causes death. Brandon's surgeon did not give much hope going into
surgery - but he survived! He has been through five brain surgeries in the last few months, and is now home dealing with a
recovery process that involves a variety of therapies every week. The full extent of permanent damage has not yet been
identified as his brain is still healing - they believe Brandon will be out of work and intherapy for the next year. You would
think an event like this is enough for a young family, but the Bowman's situation gets worse!

Prior to this tragedy they have been dealing with, and continue to deal with serious medical conditions of Brady and Melissa.
In March of 2009, Brady was hospitalized several times at Children’s in San Diego - finally diagnosed with a rare blood dis-
order called Autoimmune Neutropenia. Brady's body kills his white blood cells which makes him unable to fight infections.

He is somewhat stable at this point and receives injections at home twice a week fo make his body over-produce bone

marrow and white blood cells. In April 2009, mom Melissa was found to
have enlarged lymph nodes in her groin that continued to grow over several
months. They suspected it was Lymphoma & a biopsy was ordered, but due
to the red tape of HMO's and a primary medical group that postponed
treatment, In November 2009, Melissa ended up

in the ER after intense pain caused her to lose m mR
consciousness. It's a daily battle with the HMO . i

for proper care of her family, yet Melissa deals A, T/ v,

with it along with taking care of her children, and husband who is now home. ©On top of all of this - as of June 17, 2010, their
health insurance through Trader Joe's will expire. They will have to pay over $1000 a month through a COBRA policy to

confinue critical insurance for the family. With all of the challenges they are facing they must find a way to stay insured...



